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ABSTRACT 



zcess to health or benefit-related infor- 
mation on a computer network is provided based upon a 
health history of a user. In one implementation, personal 
health or benefit-related information about the user is obtain- 
ing from the user operating a client computer. The health or 
benefit-related information includes one or more health or 
benefit-related terms that each corresponds to a health or 
benefit-related concept. The health related terms provided 
by the user are correlated with a health terminology thesau- 
rus that is stored on a computer-readable medium, such as at 
a server remote from the user client. Each of the health or 
benefit-related terms is associated with a health or benefit- 
related concept, which has one or more health or benefit- 
related works associated therewith. The works associated 
with health or benefit-related concepts are then made acces- 
sible over a computer network to the user. 
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Health Information Terminology Wizard 

1 . Enter the name of your health condition: 



bladder infection 



2. Search our database for this health 
condition. 

3. Choose the best match below. If none are 
appropriate, choose the last item to store the 
condition as typed above. 
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PERSONALIZED HEALTH HISTORY SYSTEM 
WITH ACCOMMODATION FOR CONSUMER 
HEALTH TERMINOLOGY 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO THE RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 
[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. 
application Ser. No. 10/654,503, filed on Sep. 3, 2003, which 
is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 09/512,231, 
filed on Feb. 24, 2000, now abandoned. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] The present invention relates to providing person- 
alized aecess to content that is available over a computer 
network and, in particular, to providing health or benefit- 
related works that are accurately personalized according to 
personal health information about the user, including health 
information that is described in lay medical terminology. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0003] Consumer health information is growing in impor- 
tance and popularity, with computer networks such as the 
Internet providing a growing share of the information. It is 
estimated that health issues are addressed at tens of thou- 
sands of online sites with potentially millions of pages of 
health or benefit-related works. With a general lack of 
clinical and editorial standards for health or benefit-related 
works, lay consumers without specific medical training, and 
even trained medical professionals, can have relatively little 
success in finding desired or relevant information among 
such vast resources. 

[0004] Moreover, given the extremely personal nature of 
health, most individuals have minimal interest in browsing 
materials that have no relevance to their health or the health 
of their families. Yet most of the health information avail- 
able at conventional network (e.g., Internet) sites or portals 
addresses only general topics. Such information seldom has 
any particular relevance to individual users. Accordingly, 
there is a need for an improved way of obtaining relevant or 
personalized health or benefit-related works from computer 
networks such as the Internet. 

[0005] Conventional network (e.g., Internet) systems 
employ a variety of personalization processes that at least 
minimally personalize a network site for different visitors or 
users. The personalization provided by many such processes 
is relatively simplistic and provides personalization only to 
the extent of a small number of personalization options. 
These conventional personalization processes include Greet- 
ings, which can be as simple as providing a "welcome sign" 
that informs the user of the state of a single condition, such 
as, "Hello you've got mail;" Pick Lists, which allow users to 
select from predetermined lists of news categories, horo- 
scopes, sports scores, etc.; Keywords, codes or symbols, 
which can be referenced by entering keywords such as zip 
codes for local weather forecasts or stock ticker symbols for 
stock quotes; Demographic/traffic analysis, which is usually 
derived from a log file which indicates a user's name, email 
address, zip code, and Internet Service Provider information; 
Comparison methods, which use data provided by other 
users to highlight similarities and differences among users; 
and Collaborative processes, which select works based on 
the preferences of others who are in some way similar to the 



[0006] Personalization processes in use today, including 
the use of demographics and pick-lists, are inadequate for 
the vast amounts of health or benefit-related information and 
the relatively narrow interests of many users. Pick Lists are 
useful, when the possible selections number fewer than 
several (e.g., 4 or 5) dozens. However, health related works 
can be usefully categorized among hundreds or thousands of 
distinct topics. As a consequence, conventional health-re- 
lated network sites that employ Pick Lists for personaliza- 
tion typically provide relatively few selections that each 
cover broad areas of information. Such broad coverage areas 
render such personalization ineffective for the specific health 
or benefit-related information desired by many users. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention provides systems and meth- 
ods for accessing health or benefit -related works by the user. 
In one implementation of a system, the personal health or 
benefit-related information may be obtained from a user, 
obtained from other information sources or systems, or both. 
The personal health information may relate to health con- 
ditions, which may include medical diagnoses like diabetes, 
high blood pressure, pneumonia, or pregnancy, or any cur- 
rent or past health problems like poor vision, chronic joint 
pain, cancer, or alcoholism. The health information could 
also or alternatively relate to medications, health risks, 
allergies, tests, vaccinations, surgeries or procedures, etc. 
that affect or have affected the health of the user or that are 
a part of the user's health history. The benefit information 
may relate to the user's medical plan, their drug benefit, and 
also or alternatively their prior utilization of health care 
services or benefits. 

[0008] The system filters from the obtained health or 
benefit-related information several health or benefit-related 
terms or codes that correspond to one or more health or 
benefit-related concepts stored in a health terminology the- 
saurus. Some of these terms may be clinical medical terms 
or codes, which are typically used by the medical profes- 
sionals, and others may be lay medical terms. Each of the 
health or benefit-related terms may be associated with a 
single identifier that uniquely identifies a corresponding 
health or benefit-related concept. Each identifier has asso- 
ciated with it one or more terms corresponding to a common 
health or benefit-related concept. 

[0009] Concept -specific identifiers may also be used to 
identify health or benefit-related works that are accessible 
over a computer network. The health or benefit-related 
works may include, for example, health news, product and 
service information, information relating to the health plan 
benefits or other benefits available to the person, disease 
information, medication information, articles, movie and 
audio clips, treatises, advertisements and other health or 
benefit-related content. Each health or benefit-related work 
has associated therewith one or more concept-specific iden- 
tifiers that are used to describe the content or subject matter 
of the work. 

[0010] Concept-specific identifiers may also be assigned 
to health or benefit-related works to identify individually or 
in combination the attributes of an appropriate target popu- 
lation that would benefit from receiving the health or ben- 
efit-related work. Personalization of the health or benefit- 
related work then matches the concept-specific identifiers 
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associated with the user with the concept-spec ific identifiers 
used to describe the appropriate target population that would 
benefit from receiving the work. 

[0011] In one implementation of the system, several health 
or benefit-related concepts may be in taxonomic or semantic 
relationship with each other. The taxonomically related 
concepts have a parent child relationship. Such relationships 
may be derived, for example, from existing professional 
healthcare vocabularies, including SNOMLD, Medical Sub- 
ject Headings, and International Classification of Diseases. 
Thus, for example, taxonomic relationships allow the term 
"type 2 sugar disease", which equates to the concept of 
"adult-onset diabetes mellitus", to be related as a child 
concept to ••diabetes mellitus", which in turn is a child 
concept of "diabetes", which in turn is a child concept to 
"endocrine and glandular disorders". This then allows an 
article written simply about "Diabetes" to find all those who 
would benefit from this information, including those who 
are described as having "type 2 sugar disease." 

[0012] In contrast, the semantically related concepts have 
functional relationships, which comprise "treatment of, 
"causes of ", "test for", and other functional relationships. 
The semantically related concepts allow users interested in 
"Diabetes" to have access, for example, to articles written 
about current diabetes medications, advertisement of new 
diabetes detection and treatment techniques and clinics 
where such treatment is offered, as well as other diabetes- 
related works. Additional benefit of the semantically related 
concepts is that using functional relationships users are can 
conduct narrowly targeted, and thus very efficient, searches 
among the wealth of available health or benefit-related 

[0013] In another implementation, the system may main- 
tain a user profile for each user. The user profile can be 
implemented as a data structure stored in a non-volatile 
memory. The user profile may contain the health or benefit- 
related concepts associated with personal medical terms 
provided by the user, gathered from other information 
sources, or both. For each health or benefit-related concept, 
the user profile may contain the URLs or memory addresses 
for the associated health or benefit-related works. Further- 
more, the health or benefit-related concepts may be orga- 
nized in the user profile in a taxonomic order to reflect their 
taxonomic relationship. In addition, health or benefit-related 
concepts having semantic relationships may be organized in 
the user profile in a semantic order. The profile may be 
periodically updated to reflect actions taken by the user, 
including opening articles or tools. 

[0014] In one implementation of the system, each item in 
the user profile may have a weight coefficient assigned 
thereto, which may depend on source and relevance of the 
item. A weight coefficient associated with a health or ben- 
efit-related concept may indicate relevance of the concept to 
the user. The value of such weight coefficient may be higher 
for those concepts in which the user expresses a greater 
interest. Such determination may be made, for example, by 
observing the number of times that the user accessed health 
or benefit-related works associated with a particular concept. 
Similarly, the value of the weight coefficient may decrease 
if the user expresses very little or no interest in a particular 
health or benefit-related concept, and may eventually result 
in the removal of such health or benefit-related concept from 



the user profile. The value of such weight coefficient may 
also differ for concepts in the user profile based upon the 
source of the concept. For example, a health condition 
concept originating as a diagnosis code from a doctor's 
office may get a higher weight coefficient than the same 
concept that is self -reported from the user or inferred from 
the concepts associated with the health or benefit-related 
works accessed by the user. 

[0015] The weight coefficients may also be associated 
with health or benefit-related works. In this case, a weight 
coefficient may indicate one or more of the following 
criteria: popularity of the health or benefit-related work, age 
of the health or benefit-related work, scope of the health or 
benefit-related work, and relevance of the health or benefit- 
related work. So, for example, for a user who identified 
himself as having "type 2 sugar disease", a recently pub- 
lished article on the subject of "adult-onset diabetes melli- 
tus" will be give a higher weight coefficient than an old 
article on general subject of "diabetes." In addition, the 
value of the weight coefficient may be adjusted to reflect the 
popularity of the article among other users having similar 
interests. Thus, if the frequency of access to a particular 
article increases, the weight coefficient of the article will 
also increase, f urthermore, if the article is deemed to be 
important by the medical community, the weight coefficient 
assigned to the article will also be very high. 

[0016] The weight coefficients may also be associated 
with the concepts assigned to health or benefit-related 
works. In this case, a weight coefficient may indicate the 
degree to which the concept describes the subject matter of 
the work. For example, if a news article is focused on the 
topic of diabetes, the concept of diabetes would be weighted 
higher than in another article where diabetes is mentioned 
only in passing. 

[0017] The weight coefficients may also be associated 
with the concepts used to identify attributes of an appropri- 
ate target population, either individually or in aggregate. In 
this case, a weight coefficient may indicate the degree to 
which the health or benefit-related work would be useful or 
beneficial to a member of the target population. For 
example, an article describing new findings of a cure for 
stomach ulcers may be targeted to a profile attribute of 
stomach ulcers with a high weighting, while a lower weight- 
ing would be used to target the same article to someone with 
heartburn as a profile attribute. 

[0018] Since it is impracticable, and often impossible, to 
display all health or benefit-related works associated with 
the heath-related concepts that may be of interest to the user, 
the weight coefficients of the health or benefit-related con- 
cepts lied to the health or benefit-related works combined 
with the weight coefficients of the health or benefit-related 
concepts tied to the attributes of the user may be used to 
effectively prioritize works having the greatest relevance to 
the user. For example, in one implementation of the system, 
the weight coefficient of the health or benefit-related concept 
may be multiplied by the weight coefficient of the health or 
benefit-related works associated with that concept to gener- 
ate a page scores for all works in the user profile. Page scores 
are then ranked and only works with the highest page scores 
are displayed to the user. As the weight coefficients of the 
health or benefit-related concepts and the associated health 
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or benefit-related works change, the page scores will change 
and the works provided to the user will also dynamically 

[0019] In one embodiment of the invention, a computer- 
implemented method for providing health or benefit-related 
works to a user comprises: associating at least one health or 
benefit-related term provided by the user with one or more 
health or benefit-related concepts, wherein two or more 
health or benefit-related concepts are at least in a taxonomic 
relationship or a semantic relationship with each other; 
identifying one or more health or benefit-related works 
associated with the one or more health or benefit-related 
concepts; displaying to the user the health or benefit-related 
concepts associated with the at least one provided health or 
benefit-related term, wherein the health or benefit-related 
concepts having taxonomic relationship are displayed in 
taxonomic order and the health or benefit-related concepts 
having semantic relationship are displayed in the semantic 
order; and providing to the user a computer network access 
to the health or benefit-related works associated with the 
displayed health or benefit-related concepts. 

[0020] In another embodiment, a computer-implemented 
method for providing health or benefit-related works to a 
user comprises: obtaining from the user personal health or 
benefit-related information comprising one or more health or 
benefit-related terms; associating one or more of the 
obtained health or benefit-related term with one or more 
health or benefit-related concepts; associating a weight 
coefficient with each health or benefit-related concept, 
wherein a weight coefficient determines relevance of the 
associated health or benefit-related concept to the user; 
identifying one or more health or benefit-related works 
associated with the health or benefit-related concept, 
wherein a health or benefit-related work and/or its associated 
concepts have a weight coefficient assigned thereto; and 
providing to the user computer network access to one or 
more of the identified health or benefit-related works based 
on a function of the weight coefficient of the health or 
bciiclil-rclalcd concept and the weight coefficients of the 
associated health or benefit-related works. 

[0021] In yet another embodiment, a computer-imple- 
mented method for providing health or benefit-related works 
to a user comprises: retrieving a user profile data structure, 
wherein the user profile data structure comprises one or 
more health or benefit-related concepts and weight coeffi- 
cients associated therewith for indicating relevance of the 
health or benefit-related concept to the user; identifying one 
or more health or benefit-related works associated with one 
or more health or benefit-related concepts, wherein a health 
or benefit-related work and/or its associated concepts have a 
weight coefficient assigned thereto; and providing to the user 
computer network access to one or more of the identified 
health or benefit-related works based on a function of the 
weight coefficient of the health or benefit-related concept 
and the weight coefficient of the health or benefit-related 
concepts assigned to the health or benefit-related work. 

[0022] In one embodiment, a system for providing health 
or benefit-related works to a user comprises: a computer- 
readable medium having a user profile data structure stored 
thereon, wherein the user profile data structure comprises: (i) 
one or more health or benefit-related concepts, wherein a 
health or benefit-related concept has weight coefficient asso- 



ciated therewith indicating relevance of the health or ben- 
efit-related concept to the user, and (ii) links to one or more 
health or benefit-related works associated with one or more 
health or benefit-related concepts, wherein such concepts 
have weight coefficients assigned thereto; and a processor 
operable to access the user profile data structure and to 
provide to the user a computer network access to one or 
more of the health or benefit-related works based on a 
function of the weight coefficient of the health or benefit- 
related concept and the weight coefficient of the associated 
health or benefit-related work. 

[0023] In another embodiment, the invention includes 
computer software for providing health or benefit-related 
works to the user, the computer software comprising: 
instructions for defining a user profile data structure com- 
prising one or more health or benefit-related concepts and 
weight coefficients associated therewith for indicating rel- 
evance of the health or benefit-related concept to the user; 
instructions for identifying one or more health or benefit- 
related works associated with one or more health or benefit- 
related concepts, wherein a health or benefit-related work 
and/or its associated concepts has a weight coefficient 
assigned thereto; and instructions for providing to the user 
computer network access to one or more of the identified 
health or benefit-related works based on a function of the 
weight coefficient of the health or benefit-related concept 
and the weight coefficient of the health or benefit-related 

[0024] In yet another embodiment, a computer-imple- 
mented method for providing health or benefit-related works 
to a user comprises: associating a health or benefit-related 
work with one or more health or benefit-related concepts; 
assigning a weight coefficient to the health or benefit-related 
work based at least on one of the following criteria: popu- 
larity of the health or benefit-related work, age of the health 
or benefit-related work, scope of the health or benefit-related 
work; assigning one or more user criteria to the health or 
benefit-related work, wherein the criteria comprises on or 
more of the following: age of the targeted user, gender of the 
targeted user; and providing to the user a computer network 
access to the health or benefit-related work. 

[0025] In sum, the present invention provides systems and 
methods for accessing health or benefit-related information 
while accommodating the particular interests of both pro- 
fessional and lay users and the vast amounts of and con- 
flicting terminology in health or benefit-related information. 
In contrast, the conventional personalization processes are 
inadequate for the particularized interests of users in com- 
bination with the vast and complex resources of health or 
benefit-related information. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0026] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an implementation of 
computer system of the present invention. 

[0027] FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of one embodiment of a 
health history personalization process. 

[0028] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of one implementation 
of a health history personalization computer system. 

[0029] FIG. 4 is a diagram of a health information termi- 
nology wizard user interface. 
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[0030] FIG. 5 is a table of exemplary health concepts and 
corresponding terms. 

[0031] FIG. 6 is an illustration of the taxonomically 

related concepts. 

[0032] FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a user profile data 
structure. 

[0033] FIGS. 8 and 9 are exemplary embodiments of the 
user profile data structure. 

[0034] FIGS. 10-15 are How diagrams of various imple- 
mentation of health or benefit-related works personalization 
process. 

[0035] FIGS. 16 and 17 are two exemplary embodiments 
of user profile data structures. 

[0036] FIG. 18 is an exemplary personalized search 

[0037] FIG. 19 is an exemplary personalized home page. 

[0038] FIG. 20 is an exemplary works indexing tool. 

[0039] FIG. 21 is an exemplary works personalization 
tool. 

[0040] FIG. 22 is an illustration of the semantically 
related concepts. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTIONS 

[0041] FIG. 1 illustrates an operating environment for an 
embodiment of the present invention as a computer system 
20 with a computer 22 that comprises at least one high speed 
processing unit (CPU) 24 in conjunction with a memory 
system 26, an input device 28, and an output device 30. 
These elements are interconnected by at least one bus 
structure 32. 

[0042] The illustrated CPU 24 is of familiar design and 
includes an ALU 34 for performing computations, a collec- 
tion of registers 36 for temporary storage of data and 
instructions, and a control unit 38 for controlling operation 
of the system 20. The CPU 24 may be a processor having 
any of a variety of architectures including Alpha from 
Digital, IMPS from MIPS Technology, NEC, IDT, Siemens, 
and others, x86 from Intel and others, including Cyrix, 
AMD, and Nexgen, and the PowerPC from IBM and 
Motorola. 

[0043] The memory system 26 generally includes high- 
speed main memory 40 in the form of a medium such as 
random access memory (RAM) and read only memory 
(ROM) semiconductor devices, and secondary storage 42 in 
the form of long term storage mediums such as floppy disks, 
hard disks, tape, CD-ROM, flash memory, etc. and other 
devices that store data using electrical, magnetic, optical or 
other recording media. The main memory 40 also can 
include video display memory for displaying images 
through a display device. Those skilled in the art will 
recognize that the memory 26 can comprise a variety of 
alternative components having a variety of storage capaci- 

[0044] The input and output devices 28 and also are 
familiar. The input device 28 can comprise a keyboard, a 
mouse, a physical transducer (e.g., a microphone), etc. The 



output device can comprise a display, a printer, a transducer 
(e.g., a speaker), etc. Some devices, such as a network 
interface or a modem, can be used as input and/or output 
devices. 

[0045] As is familiar to those skilled in the art, the 
computer system further includes an operating system and at 
least one application program. The operating system is the 
set of software which controls the computer system's opera- 
tion and the allocation of resources. The application program 
is the set of software that performs a task desired by the user, 
using computer resources made available through the oper- 
ating system. Both are resident in the illustrated memory 
system 26. 

[0046] In accordance with the practices of persons skilled 
in the art of computer programming, the present invention is 
described below with reference to acts and symbolic repre- 
sentations of operations that are performed by computer 
system 20, unless indicated otherwise. Such acts and opera- 
tions are sometimes referred to as being computer-executed 
and may be associated with the operating system or the 
application program as appropriate. It will be appreciated 
that the acts and symbolically represented operations include 
the manipulation by the CPU 24 of electrical signals repre- 
senting data bits which causes a resulting transformation or 
reduction of the electrical signal representation, and the 
maintenance of data bits at memory locations in memory 
system 26 to thereby reconfigure or otherwise alter the 
computer system's operation, as well as other processing of 
signals. The memory locations where data bits are main- 
tained are physical locations that have particular electrical, 
magnetic, or optical properties corresponding to the data 
bits. 

[0047] With reference to FIG. 2, a flow diagram of a 
health history personalization process 50 in accordance with 
one embodiment of the present invention is illustrated. The 
process 50 may be used to personalizing health or benefit- 
related works that is accessible via a computer network by 
a user. The user commonly being a lay individual without 
specific medical training. The computer network may be 
private or public and may be a local area network or a wide 
area network. In one implementation, health history person- 
alization process 50 operates and access to the health or 
benefit-related works are provided to the user over the 
Internet. 

[0048] Process block 52 indicates that personal health 
information is collected about the user. The personal health 
information may relate to health conditions, which may 
include medical diagnoses like diabetes, high blood pres- 
sure, pneumonia, or pregnancy, or any current or past health 
problem like poor vision, chronic joint pain, cancer, or 
alcoholism. 

[0049] Alternatively, the health information could relate to 
allergies, tests, medications, health risks, vaccinations, sur- 
geries or procedures, etc. that affect or have affected the 
health of the user or that are a part of the user's health 
history. For purposes of explanation, the following descrip- 
tion is made with reference to the health information relating 
to health conditions. It will be appreciated that the descrip- 
tion is similarly applicable to other types of health informa- 
tion, including information relating to allergies, tests, vac- 
cinations, surgeries or procedures, etc. 
[0050] Process block 54 indicates that the personal health 
information are correlated with predefined concept-specific 
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identifiers. Each concept uniquely identifies a predefined 
health or benefit-related concept (e.g., a health condition). 
The concept-specific identifiers provide standardized iden- 
tification of the predefined health or benefit-related concepts 
independent of traditional variations between lay medical 
and clinical medical terminology lor health conditions, as 
described below in greater detail. In one implementation, the 
concept-specific identifiers are in the form of alpha-numeric 
segments (e.g., 8 characters each). Alternatively, numeric or 
alphabetic segments could be used. 

[0051] l'he concept-specific identifiers are based on core 
medical concepts, enabling multiple synonyms and related 
terms to be mapped to the same concept-specific identifier or 
code. For example, "hyperpeisis, ""elevated systolic pres- 
sure,""high blood pressure,""hypertensive vascular disease" 
and "high blood" are all used in consumer and professional 
circles to describe the same thing: high blood pressure. 
Accordingly, all these terms would be mapped or associated 
with a single concept-specific identifier. 
[0052] Process block 58 indicates that one or more con- 
cept-specific identifiers are associated with each of many 
health or benefit-related works (e.g., health news, product 
and service information, disease information, medication 
information, and other health or benefit-related content that 
are available over the network) that relate to the predefined 
health or benefit-related concepts corresponding to the con- 
cept-specific identifiers. The associations between the health 
or benefit-related works and the concept-specific identifiers 
are maintained in a database as a data structure on a 
computer-readable medium. 

[0053] In addition to the association of concept-specific 
identifiers pertaining to the subject of the health related 
works, a combination of concept-specific identifiers is asso- 
ciated with the health related works to identify the appro- 
priate populations of users for whom the health or benefit- 
related work are most appropriate. Additive concept-specific 
identifiers are used to identify populations of appropriate 
users, such as male, age 40-60, history of prostate cancer, on 
the medicine Lupron, and on the medicine Aspirin. Exclu- 
sion of concepts from the target population of users is also 
performed, such as the above criteria, but excluding users 
who are on the medicine Proscar. 

[0054] As another example for how the system can utilize 
a combination of concept-specific identifiers and excluded 
concept-specific identifiers to define populations of appro- 
priate recipients for health or benefit-related works, the 
association of subject-based concept-specific identifiers to a 
news article entitled "Exercise found to reduce the risk for 
breast cancer" will result in the concept-specific identifiers 
for breast cancer, breast cancer prevention, and exercise. 
This article then is also indexed with a combination of 
concept-specific identifiers (additive and/or excluded) for 
which the article is most appropriate. For example, the 
above mentioned article would be "targeted" to women 
between the ages of and 70 who are at risk for breast cancer 
but who have not had a history of breast cancer. 

[0055] Process block 60 indicates that the concept-specific 
identifiers for the personal health information collected 
about the user are correlated with the concept-specific 
identifiers of health or benefit-related works available over 
the computer network to identify health or benefit-related 
works that is personalized for the user. 



[0056] Process block 62 indicates that access to the per- 
sonalized health -related works is provided to the user. It will 
be appreciated that the access to the works may be provided 
to the user in a number of ways. For example, the person- 
alized health or benefit-related works may be provided as 
personalized hyperlinks that are selectable by the user or the 
works themselves may be provided directly to the user. The 
access to the personalized health or benefit-related works 
may be provided to the user in several ways. For example, 
the access to the works may be "pushed" to the user without 
a specific request by the user for the information, but rather, 
based upon the personal health information provided by the 
user. As another example, the access to the information may 
be provided to the user in response to a specific request or 
search by the user. 

[0057] Exemplary concept-specific identifiers and corre- 
sponding predefined health or benefit-related concepts or 
terms for several health conditions are listed below in FIG. 
5. The relationship between each concept-specific identifier 
and the corresponding health or benefit-related term or terms 
forms a data structure that is stored in a computer-readable 
medium and includes a concept-specific identifier (e.g., 
alphanumeric) and one or more associated health or benefit- 
related terms. The data structure allows uniform identifica- 
tion of health or benefit-related concepts despite a variety of 
lay medical terms and clinical medical terms being in use. 
The listing of concepts in FIG. 5 is not exhaustive of the 
health condition medical terms to which the concept-specific 
identifiers may be applied. 

[0058] The concept-specific identifiers and corresponding 
predefined health or benefit-related terms form a health 
terminology thesaurus that is stored on a computer-readable 
medium and provides the concept -specific identifiers based 
upon the health or benefit-related terms. The WebMD the- 
saurus incorporates terminology from many health-related 
vocabularies, including the Systematized Nomenclature of 
Medicine (SNOMED) promulgated by the College of 
American Pathologists and the International Classification 
of Diseases: <)lh revision. Clinical Modification, promul- 
gated by the Health Care Financing Administration, as well 
as the Consumer Health Terminology® created by WellMed, 
Inc (now WebMD, Inc.). 

[0059] To improve search of and access to health or 
benefit-related works, in one implementation of the system, 
several health or benefit-related concepts may be organized 
based on their taxonomic and/or semantic relationships. 
Taxonomic relationship is the classification of concepts in an 
ordered system that indicates their natural relationships. One 
example of a taxonomic relationship between several con- 
cepts is shown in FIG. 6. In the illustrated taxonomic 
relationship, one or more concepts organized into families, 
in which several concepts form parent/child relationships. 
Such relationships may be derived, for example, from exist- 
ing professional healthcare vocabularies, including 
SNOMED, Medical Subject Headings, and International 
Classification of Diseases. Thus, for example, in a taxo- 
nomic relationship '■adult-onset diabetes mellitus" is a child 
concept of "diabetes mellitus", which in turn is a child 
concept of "diabetes", which in turn is a child concept to 
"endocrine and glandular disorders". 

[0060] Taxonomic organization of concepts allows the 
system to search several related concepts and retrieve health 
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or benefit-related works that may not be associated with one 
but not with another related concept. Thus, an article about 
narrow concept of type 2 sugar disease may be retrieved in 
response to the search for a broader concept of diabetes. 

[0061] In another implementation of the system, several 
concepts may be in semantic (or functional) relationship. 
One example of a semantic relationship between several 
concepts is shown in FIG. 22. Several concepts can be 
related semantically using their functional relationships, 
such as "treatment of, "causes of ", "test for", etc. The 
semantically related concepts allow users interested in "dia- 
betes" to have access, for example, to articles written about 
current diabetes medications, advertisement of new diabetes 
detection and treatment techniques and clinics where such 
treatment is offered, as well as other diabetes-related works. 
Additional benefit of the semantically related concepts is 
that using functional relationships users are can conduct 
narrowly targeted, and thus very efficient, searches among 
the wealth of available health or benefit-related works. 
[0062] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of one implementation 
of a health history personalization computer system 100, in 
accordance with the present invention. The system 100 
includes a user client 102 that communicates over a com- 
puter network 104 with a health history personalization 
server 106. Server 106 may be implemented as one or more 
server computers. In the case of multiple server computers, 
they may be local to each other or may be remote from each 
other and in communication via a computer network. User 
client 102 may be implemented as, for example, an inter- 
active document or page that is accessible by the user at a 
client computer with conventional browser software. 
[0063] In one implementation of the system, health history 
personalization server 106 stores a health terminology the- 
saurus 108 that correlates health terminology or codes with 
concept-specific identifiers. Health history personalization 
server 106 may also include health information personal- 
ization software 109 that cooperates with user client 102 for 
identifying the concept-specific identifiers that correspond 
to personal health information (e.g., health conditions) 
specified by the user. Furthermore, server 106 may also 
maintain user health profile data structures that contain 
personal health information provided by the user along with 
the associated health or benefit-related concepts. 
[0064] FIG. 4 illustrates a health information terminology 
wizard user interface 110 that is rendered on a display screen 
for the user by user client 102. Health information termi- 
nology wizard user interface 110 assists a user in providing 
personal health information to health history personalization 
computer system 100. 

[0065] User interface 110 includes a health information 
(e.g., health condition) entry pane 112 in which the user is 
prompted to enter a current or past health condition. A 
graphical control 114 allows the user to commence a search 
of health terminology thesaurus 108 for terms that are 
related or correspond to the health condition terminology the 
user entered into entry pane 112. In one implementation, the 
commencing of the search results in the health condition 
terminology entered by the user being transmitted over 
network 104 to health history personalization server 106 
where thesaurus 108 is stored. 

[0066] Any health terms that health information person- 
alization software 109 identifies in thesaurus 108 as corre- 



sponding or relating to the information entered by the user 
are returned for display in a health terminology (e.g., health 
conditions) pane 114 of user interface 110. A prompt 
instructs the user to select one of the returned health terms 
that best corresponds to the user's health condition. Alter- 
natively, the user may select an instruction to store the health 
information (e.g., health condition) as entered in entry pane 
112. In one optional implementation, user interface 106 
includes a definitions pane 116 in which text definitions may 
be provided for health terms selected by the user from health 
terminology pane 114 (e.g., cystitis in the illustration of 
FIG. 4). 

[0067] Health information personalization software 109 
further includes a health terminology spell checking com- 
ponent that checks the spelling of terms entered by the user. 
In the event of apparent misspellings or unrecognized terms, 
server 106 returns to health terminology pane 114 one or 
more suggested correct spellings. 

[0068] Health history personalization server 106 corre- 
lates a concept-specific identifier with the health term 
selected by the user as corresponding to the user's health 
condition, unless the user selects the instruction to store the 
health information (e.g., health condition) as typed in entry 
pane 112 rather than one of the returned matches. The 
concept-specific identifier may be stored at server 106 with 
identifying information regarding the user in a user profile. 
When submitting a query in the entry pane 112, users may 
use a word related to the desired result. For example, the 
user may enter "heart" in the health conditions entry pane 
112 to retrieve a list of health conditions having to do with 
the heart. Similarly, the user may enter "diabetes" to find all 
health conditions related to diabetes. 
[0069] Also stored at server 106 are a listing of health or 
benefit-related works that is available over the network and 
concept-specific identifiers indicative of the subject matter 
of the works. For example, server 106 could store a link or 
a network address for a news article entitled "Gene Identi- 
fied As Cause Of Skin Disease" having associated with it the 
subject concepts of Xeroderma Pigmentosa (concept 
C0043345), skin cancer (concept 00007114), and genetic 
research (concept C0243064). 

[0070] Server 106 correlates the user's personal health 
information (e.g.. health conditions) with the corresponding 
health or benefit-related works. Server 106 identifies works 
having the same concept-specific identifiers as those asso- 
ciated with the user's personal health information. For 
example, the news article entitled "( iene Identified As ( 'ause 
Of Skin Disease" could be correlated with users who have 
Xeroderma Pigmentosa (concept C0043345), and users with 
skin cancer (concept 00007114). Links to the news article 
could be provided to both groups of users either in response 
to searches they conduct related to the specified topics, or 
the links may be delivered to the users automatically as a 
"push" of potentially relevant information identified at 
server 106. 

[0071] In one implementation of the system, a user may 
utilize user interface 110 to search the server 106 using 
concept identifiers for information on particular medical 
condition having interest to the user. One example of this 
process is illustrate in FIG. 15. In step 1510, enters a health 
or benefit-benefit related concept or chooses one or more 
concepts displayed in the user interface 110. As described 
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above, the system maintains a collection of health or benefit- 
related works and the associated concepts describing the 
subject of the work, as shown in step 1520. Each work has 
a weight coefficient associated therewith to indicate such 
factors as recency, relevancy and importance of the work, as 
shown in step 1530. In step 1540, the user search concept is 
matched to the concepts available on the system and the 
associated works or summaries thereof are displayed to the 
user. As shown in step 1550, the displayed works are 
prioritized based on its weight coefficient. 

[0072] In another implementation of the system, the server 
106 may create and maintain one or more user profiles 107. 
The user profile can be implemented as a data structure 
stored in a non-volatile memory of server 106 or the like. 
The user profile may contain all information for the user, 
which includes both medical and non-medical information. 
The profile may be periodically updated to reflect actions 
taken by the user, including opening articles or tools. 

[0073] An exemplary user profile data structure 107 is 
shown in FIG. 7. The user profile 107 may contain for each 
user information collected from the user such as user inter- 
ests, answers to questions, health conditions, and medica- 
tions. The user profile may also contain health or benefit- 
related concept associated with each user, such as Hearing 
Impaired and Elevated Cholesterol in Blood. The user 
profile may also contain the both taxonomically and seman- 
tically related health concepts. Thus, for example, for an 
Elevated Cholesterol Level condition, parent concepts 
include Elevated Blood Fats, Disorder of Lipoprotein Stor- 
age and Metabolism, and Disorder of Lipoprotein and Lipid 
Metabolism. In addition, each health or benefit-related con- 
cept in the user profile may be designated by a concept- 
specific identifier and may also include a designator identi- 
fying concept type, such as allergy, condition, medication, 
etc. Finally, links to the health or benefit-related works 
associated with the concepts may also be stored in the user 

[0074] Information in the user profile data structure may 
be viewed by the system administrator and or by the user in 
various ways. One view of the user profile data structure 107 
is shown in FIG. 8. The exemplary profile shows a relational 
concept organization. In particular, the user profile lists the 
following health concepts: morphine, hearing impaired, 
elevated cholesterol in blood and farsighted. Each concept in 
turn has a list of related concepts. Thus, a farsighted 
condition includes the following related concepts: Eye Sight 
Refraction and Accommodation disorder, Refraction Errors, 
and Vision Disorders concepts. Another view of the user 
profile 107 is shown in FIG. 9. The exemplary profile shows 
alphabetical organization of all concepts associated with the 
user, as well as all the related concepts. There are, of course, 
numerous ways to display data stored in the user profile data 
structure that are within the scope of the present invention. 

[0075] The user profiles may by generated in various 
ways. One example is illustrated in FIG. 13. As shown in 
step 1310, a user or a system administrator may create and 
populate a user profile with one or more health or benefit 
related concepts. In step 1320, weight coefficients may be 
assigned to the concepts in the user profile based on such 
factors as importance, recency and source of the concept. As 
shown in step 1330, all health benefit-related works have 
associated therewith one or more concepts describing the 



subject of the work. In step 1340, weight coefficients may be 
assigned to the subject concepts. Finally in step 1350, page 
scores may be generated by multiplying weights of the 
concepts in the user profile by weights of the matching 
subject concepts. 

[0076] As shown in FIGS. 7, 8 and 9, the user profile data 
structure may also contain a weight coefficient field associ- 
ated with each health or benefit-related concept. In one 
embodiment of the invention, a weight coefficient may be 
assigned to a concept by the user and/or by the system 
administrator to reflect relevance of that concept to the user. 
The weight coefficients may also be assigned based on one 
or more of the following criteria: imported current condi- 
tions, self-reported current condition, imported current 
medication, self-reported current medications, user's inter- 
ests, user age or gender, and health plan or structure, etc. 
Thus, in one example, a value of such weight coefficient will 
be higher for those concepts reported by the user and in 
which the user expresses the greatest interest. Such a deter- 
mination may be made, for example, by observing frequency 
of user access to health or benefit-related works associated 
with a particular concept. Similarly, the value of the weight 
coefficient will decrease if the user expresses very little or no 
interest in a particular health or benefit-related concept, and 
may eventually result in removal of such health or benefit- 
related concept from the user profile. 

[0077] In one implementation of the system of the present 
invention, the weight coefficients may also be associated 
with the health or benefit-related works. In this case, a 
weight coefficient may indicate one or more of the following 
criteria: popularity of the health or benefit-related work, age 
of the health or benefit-related work, scope of the health or 
benefit-related work, and relevance of the health or benefit- 
related work. So, for example, for a user who identified 
himself as having "type 2 sugar disease," a recently pub- 
lished article on the subject of "adult-onset diabetes melli- 
tus" will be give a higher weight coefficient than an old 
article on general subject of "diabetes." In addition, the 
value of the weight coefficient may be adjusted to reflect the 
popularity of the article among other users having similar 
interests. Thus, if the frequency of access to a particular 
article increases among users interested in the similar con- 
cepts, the weight coefficient of the article will also increase 
in the profiles of all users interested in the associated health 
or benefit-related concept. Furthermore, if the article is 
deemed to be important by the medical community, the 
weight coefficient assigned to the article will also be very 

[0078] One example of the above process is illustrated in 
more detail in FIG. 10. In step 1010, the system adminis- 
trator identifies health or benefit-related works. The works 
are then associated in step 1020 with one or more health or 
benefit -related concepts provided by system. If there is no 
medical concept that fits the identified work, a new concept 
may be created by the administrator or the medical profes- 
sional. Next, in step 1030, a weight coefficient is assigned to 
the health or benefit-related work and the reference link to 
the work is placed into the user profiles of the users 
interested in the associated concept. The value ofthe weight 
coefficient may be based on such factors as the scope of the 
work, how recent it is, eminence of its authors, etc. A link to 
the work is then provided to the user in step 1040. In step 
1050, the system monitors frequency of access to the work 



5/27/08, EAST Version: 2.2.1.0 



US 2006/0004607 Al 



8 



Jan. 5, 2006 



by the users. If the work is frequently accessed by the system 
users, its weight coefficient is increased in step 1060, 
whereby the work takes priority over other works with lower 
weight coefficients and thus has a greater chance to be 
available to the users. If the work is accessed infrequently, 
or not at all, its weight coefficient is periodically decreased 
in step 1070, until its valued is 0 and the work is removed 
from the user profiles in step 1080. 

[0079] In another implementation of the system, the com- 
bination of the weight coefficients of the health or benefit- 
related concepts and the associated health or benefit-related 
works, as well as other factors may be used to provide 
personalized works to the users. For example, in one imple- 
mentation, the weight coefficient of a health or benefit- 
related concept may be multiplied by the weight coefficients 
of the health or benefit-related works associated with that 
concept to generate page scores for all works in the user 
profile. Page scores may then be ranked and only works with 
the highest page scores is displayed to the user. In another 
example, weight coefficient of a work may be multiplied by 
a time factor, which correlates to the age of the work. 
Therefore, as the weight coefficients of the health or benefit- 
related concepts and the associated health or benefit-related 
works change, or other factors such as age, popularity, etc. 
change, the respective page scores will also change and the 
works provided to the user will be dynamically updated. 

[0080] One example of the above process is illustrated in 
FIG. 13. As shown in step 1310, a user or a system 
administrator may create and populate a user profile with 
one or more health or benefit related concepts. In step 1320, 
weight coefficients may be assigned to the concepts in the 
user profile based on such factors as importance, recency 
and source of the concept. As shown in step 1330, all health 
benefit-related works have associated therewith one or more 
concepts describing the subject of the work. In step 1340, 
weight coefficients may be assigned to the subject concepts, 
finally in step 1350. by multiplying weights of the concepts 
in the user profile by weights of the matching subject 
concepts page scores may be generated. These page scores 
may determine order in which health and benefit-related 
works will be displayed to the user. 

[0081] Another example of above process is illustrated in 
FIG. 14. As shown in step 1410, a user or a system 
administrator may create and populate a user profile with 
one or more health or benefit related concepts. In step 1420, 
weight coefficients may be assigned to the concepts in the 
user profile based on such factors as importance, recency 
and source of the concept. As shown in step 1430, concepts 
describing a target population of works is assigned to the 
health benefit-related works. In step 1440, weight coeffi- 
cients may be assigned to one or more of these target 
population of works. Finally in step 1350, page scores may 
be generated by multiplying weights of the concepts in the 
user profile by weights of the matching concepts related to 
the target population of works. These page scores may 
determine order in which health and benefit-related works 
will be displayed to the user. 

[0082] Another example of the above process is illustrated 
in more detail in FIG. 11. In step 1110, the system admin- 
istrator identifies available health or benefit-related works. 
The works are then associated in step 1120 with one or more 
health or benefit-related concepts available on the system. If 



there is no medical concept that fits the identified works, a 
new concept may be created by the administrator or medical 
professional. Next, in step 1130, a weight coefficient is 
assigned to the identified health or benefit-related work and 
the link to the work is placed in user profiles of the users 
interested in the associated concept. In one implementation, 
the weight coefficient may further be adjusted to reflect age 
of the work. Thus, for example, the weight coefficient may 
be multiplied by a time factor, which is a variable that 
decrements with time. Then, in step 1140, coefficients of the 
work and the associated concept are multiplied to generate 
a page score. This page score may be used by the system to 
decide which work has a greater priority. A link to the work 
is then provided to the user in step 1150. In step 1160, the 
system monitors frequency of access to the work by the 
users. If the works is frequently accessed by the system 
users, its weight coefficient is increased in step 1170, 
whereby the subject work takes a priority over other works 
with lower weight coefficients and thus has a greater change 
of being available to the users. If the work is accessed 
infrequently, or not at all, its weight coefficient is periodi- 
cally decreased in step 1180, until its valued is 0 and the 
work is removed from the user profiles in step 1190. 

[0083] Yet another example of the above process is illus- 
trated in more detail in FIG. 12. In steps 1210 and 1220, the 
system administrator identifies health or benefit-related 
works and assigns weight coefficients to the identified 
works. In step 1230, the administrator may associate the 
heath or benefit-related works with one or more health or 
benefit-related concepts. If there is no medical concept that 
fits the identified work, a new concept may be created by the 
administrator or medical professional. Next, in step 1240, 
weight coefficients are assigned to the health or benefit- 
related concepts in the user profiles and the associated work 
is linked to the concepts in the user profiles. Then, in step 
1250, weight coefficients of the health or benefit-related 
concepts and the associated works are multiplied to generate 
page scores. Next, in step 1260, the work associated with 
particular health or benefit-related concepts is provided to 
the user based on the work's page score. The system then 
monitors in step 1270 the frequency of access by the user to 
the particular works and decreases or increases in steps 1280 
or 1290 the weight coefficients of the work and/or concepts 
in response to the monitored frequency of access. When the 
weight coefficient of the particular work and/or concept falls 
below a particular threshold value, the work and/or concept 
is removed from the user profile. 

[0084] FIGS. 16 and 17 show two exemplary views of 
user profile data structures having works organized using the 
above described weight coefficients and pages scores. In 
FIG. 16, various tools provided by system are organized 
according to their respective page scores. Thus, a Prostate 
Health Center tool, which is more popular and hence more 
frequently accessed by the users than, for example, an Eye 
Health Center tool, has a higher page score. In contrast, in 
FIG. 17, an article entitled "Drug Combo Improves Cho- 
lesterol Levels" has the highest weight coefficient of 32, 
however, since it is relatively old comparing to other 
articles, its weight coefficient is adjusted by time factor of 
0.552, which brings its page score to 17.664, which is not the 
highest page score. 

[0085] FIGS. 18 and 19 illustrate results of the above 
processes for personalizing health or benefit-related con- 
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cepts and works. FIG. 18 shows exemplary results produced 
by the system of the present invention for search term 
"Trouble Breathing." The system associated the search 
terms with the general concept of "Asthma." The system 
also identified several taxonomically and semantically 
related concepts, including Exercise Induced Asthma, 
COPD, Allergies, Coughing and Pneumonia. Additional 
search results, including various related concepts and a 
number of associated health or benefit-related works, are 
shown in the Search Results pane. In addition, the system 
also provides several tools such as Asthma Assessment, 
Peak Plow Tracker, etc. These concepts and works were 
chosen primarily based on the associated weight coefficients 
and page scores, which in turn were computed base on the 
popularity of the work, its scope, age and various other 
factors. 

[0086] FIG. 19 shows an exemplary home page of a 
system user, which is generated based on the above-de- 
scribed system of weight coefficients and page scores. The 
home page is generated from the information stored in the 
user profile data structure. Thus, when a user logs into the 
system, health or benefit-related concepts and works having 
the highest pages scores are retrieved from the user profile 
data structure and displayed to the user. In the present 
example, the user is provided with several tools and articles, 
w hich arc displayed in My Health Guide pane. Also, based 
on the user interests, which are also typically specified in t lie- 
user profile, such topics as Children's Health, Fitness, etc. 
are displayed to the user under My Interest category. In 
addition, various advertisements targeted to the user based 
on his profile may be displayed. 

[0087] In one implementation of the system, each health 
or benefit-related work may have associated therewith sev- 
eral largel allribules. These aUrihules may he used h\ the 
system to determine a user (or a group of users) who the 
subject health or benefit-related work targets. They may 
include gender of the targeted user, age of the targeted user, 
and one or more health or benefit-related concepts associ- 
ated with the targeted user. In one example, target attributes 
for a health or benefit-related work may include male, age 
40-60, history of prostate cancer, on the medicine Lupron, 
and on the medication Aspirin. The target attributes may also 
exclude certain users, such as those who are taking medi- 
cation Proscar. As another example, a news article entitled 
"Exercise found to reduce the risk for breast cancer" and 
associated with concepts of breast cancer, breast cancer 
prevention, and exercise may be assigned target attributes of 
women between the ages of 70, and who are at risk for breast 
cancer, but who have not had a history of breast cancer. The 
target attributes may be stored in the user profile data 
structure as shown in FIGS. 16 and 17. 

[0088] FIGS. 20 and 21 show exemplary article indexing 
and personalization interfaces used by the system adminis- 
trators or medical professionals to add new works to the 
system. First, with reference to FIG. 20, a new article is 
indexed. In one example, indexing may involve identifying 
source of the article and date when it was saved in the 
system. Also, during indexing, a concept-specific identifier 
may be assigned to the article and type and subtype of the 
article are specified. They type and subtype may include 
news, medical reference, advertisement, and the like. Sec- 
ond, with reference to FIG. 21, the article is personalized. In 
particular, the name and the URE of the article are entered 



into the system. The article is then associated with one or 
more health or benefit-related concepts. Next, weight coef- 
ficient and target attributes are specified, including gender, 
age, and target concept. The indexing and personalization 
processes are not limited to the above described steps and 
may have many other variations that are within the scope of 
the present invention. 

[0089] Having described and illustrated the principles of 
the invention with reference to an illustrated embodiments, 
it will be recognized that the illustrated embodiments can be 
modified in arrangement and detail without departing from 
such principles. It should be understood that the programs, 
processes, or methods described herein are not related or 
limited to any particular type of computer apparatus, unless 
indicated otherwise. Various types of general purpose or 
specialized computer apparatus may be used with or perform 
operations in accordance with the teachings described 
herein. Elements of the illustrated embodiment shown in 
software may be implemented in hardware and vice versa. 
[0090] In view of the many possible embodiments to 
which the principles of our invention may be applied, it 
should be recognized that the detailed embodiments are 
illustrative only and should not be taken as limiting the 
scope of our invention. Rather, we claim as our invention all 
such embodiments as may come within the scope and spirit 
of the follow ing claims and equivalents thereto. 

1 A computer-implemented method for providing per- 
sonalized health or benefit-related works to a user, the 
method comprising: 

a. obtaining from the user, another information source, or 
both, personal health or benefit-related information 
comprising one or more health or benefit -related terms 

b. associating one or more of the obtained health or 
benefit-related terms or codes with one or more health 
or benefit-related concepts; 

c. associating a first weight coefficient with each health or 
benefit-related concept based on the relevance thereof 
to the user; 

d. identifying one or more health or benefit-related works 
associated with the health or benefit-related concept, 
wherein a health or benefit-related work has a second 
weight coefficient assigned thereto; and 

e. providing the user computer network access to one or 
more of the identified health or benefit-related works, 
the access being based on a function of the first weight 
coefficient of the health or benefit-related concept and 
the second weight coefficients of the identified health or 
benefit-related works. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein a second weight 
coefficient is assigned to the health or benefit-related work 
based at least on one of popularity, age and scope of the 
health or benefit-related work. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising a step of 
storing in a user profile data structure (i) the health or 
benefit-related concepts and the first weight coefficients 
associated therewith and (ii) links to the health or benefit- 
related works associated with health or benefit-related con- 
cepts and the second weigh! coefficients assigned thereto. 
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4. The method of claim 3, further comprising a step of 
adjusting the second weight coefficient for a health or 
benefit-related works stored in the user profile data structure 
as a function of at least one of age and popularity of the 
health or benefit-related work. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising a step of 
assigning a unique identifier to each health or benefit-related 
concept and each health or benefit-related work. 

6. The method of claim 3, wherein two or more health or 
benefit-related concepts stored in the user profile data struc- 
ture are at least in one of taxonomic and semantic relation- 
ship with each other. 

7. A computer-implemented melhod for providing health 
or benefit-related works-to a user, the method comprising: 

a. associating at least one health or benefit-related term or 
code provided by the user, with one or more health or 
benefit-related concepts, wherein the one or more 
health or benefit-related concepts have first weight 
coefficients assigned thereto; 

b. associating at least one health or benefit-related work 
with one or more health or benefit-related concepts 
related to the subject matter of the work; 

c. displaying to the user, in a taxonomic or semantic order, 
the health or benefit-related concepts associated with 
the at least one provided health or benefit-related term 
or code based on the first weight coefficient ol the 
concepts; and 

d. providing to the user a computer network access to the 
health or benefit-related works associated with the 
displayed health or benefit-related concepts. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the first weight 
coefficient is assigned to the health or benefit-related con- 
cept based on the frequency of access thereto by the user. 

9. The method of claim 7, further comprising a step of 
storing in a user profile data structure the one or more health 
or benefit-related concepts and the links to the associated 
health or benefit-related works. 

10. The method of claim 7, further comprising a step of 
assigning second weight coefficients to one or more health 
or benefit-related works as a function of at least one of age 
and popularity of the health or benefit-related work. 

11. The method of claim 7, further comprising a step of 
assigning a unique identifier to each health or benefit-related 
concept. 

12. A computer-implemented method for providing per- 
sonalized health or benefit-related works to a user, the 
method comprising: 

a. accessing a user profile data structure comprising one 
or more health or benefit-related concepts and first 
weight coefficients associated therewith indicating the 
relevance of the one or more concepts; 

b. identifying one or more health or benefit-related works 
associated with the one or more health or benefit- 
related concepts, wherein a health or benefit-related 
work and/or its associated concepts have a second 
weight coefficient assigned thereto; and 

c. providing to the user computer network access to one 
or more of the identified health or benefit-related 
works, the access being based on a function of the first 



weight coefficient of a health or benefit-related concept 
and the second weight coefficient of a health or benefit- 
related work. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the second weight 
coefficient is assigned to the health or benefit-related work 
based at least on one of popularity, age and scope of the 
health or benefit-related work. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising a step of 
storing in the user profile data structure links to the provided 
health or benefit-related works and the second weight coef- 
ficients associated therewith. 

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising a step of 
adjusting the second weight coefficient of a health or benefit- 
related work stored in the user profile data structure as a 
function of at least one of the age and popularity of the 
health or benefit-related work. 

16. The method of claim 14, further comprising a step of 
adjusting the first weight coefficient of a health or benefit- 
related concept as a function of frequency of access by the 
user to the health or benefit-related works associated with 
the health or benefit-related concept. 

17. The method of claim 12, further comprising a step of 
assigning a unique identifier to each health or benefit-related 
concept and each health or benefit-related work. 

18. The method of claim 12, wherein two or more health 
or benefit-related concepts are at least in one of taxonomic 
and semantic relationship with each other. 

19. A system for providing personalized health or benefit- 
related works to a user, the system comprising: 

a. a computer-readable medium having a user profile data 
structure stored thereon, wherein the user profile data 
structure comprises: 

i. one or more health or benefit-related concepts, 
wherein each health or benefit-related concept has a 
first weight coefficient associated therewith indicat- 
ing relevance of the health or benefit -related concept 
to the user, 

ii. links to one or more health or benefit-related works 
associated with the one or more health or benefit- 
related concepts, wherein a health or benefit-related 
work has a second weight coefficient assigned 
thereto; and 

b. a processor operable to access the user profife data 
structure and to provide to the user a computer network 
access to one or more of the health or benefit-related 
works, the access being based on a function of the first 
weight coefficient of the health or benefit-related con- 
cept and the second weight coefficient of the associated 
health or benefit-related work. 

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the second weight 
coefficients is assigned to the health or benefit-related work 
based at least on one of popularity, age and scope of the 
health or benefit-related work. 

21. The system of claim 19, wherein the processor is 
further operable to adjust the second weight coefficient of a 
health or benefit-refated work as a function of at feast one of 
the age and the popularity of the health or benefit-refated 

22. The system of claim 16, wherein the processor is 
further operable to adjust the first weight coefficient of a 
health or benefit-related concept as a function of frequency 
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of access by the user to the health or benefit-related works 
associated with the health or benefit-related concept. 

23. The system of claim 16, wherein the processor is 
further operable to assign a unique identifier to each health 
or benefit-related concept and each health or benefit-related 
work stored in the user profile data structure. 

24. The system of claim 16, wherein two or more health 
or benefit-related concepts stored in the user profile data 
structure are at least in one of taxonomic and semantic 
relationships. 

25. In a computer-readable medium, computer software 
for providing health or benefit-related works to the user, the 
computer software comprising instructions for: 

a. defining a user profile data structure comprising one or 
more health or benefit-related concepts and first weight 
coefficients associated therewith for indicating rel- 
evance of the health or benefit-related concept to the 
user; 

b. identifying one or more health or benefit-related works 
associated with one or more health or benefit-related 
concepts, wherein a health or benefit-related work has 
a second weight coefficient assigned thereto; and 

c. providing to the user computer network access to one 
or more of the identified health or benefit-related 
works, the access being based on a function of the first 
weight coefficient of the health or benefit-related con- 
cept and the second weight coefficient of the health or 
benefit-related work. 

26. The computer software of claim 25, wherein the 
second weight coefficients is assigned to the health or 
benefit-related work based at least on one of popularity, age 
and scope of the health or benefit-related work. 

27. The computer software of claim 25. further compris- 
ing instructions for storing in the user profile data structure 
links to the provided health or benefit-related works and the 
second weight coefficients associated therewith. 

28. The computer software of claim 25, further compris- 
ing instructions for adjusting the second weight coefficient 
of a health or benefit-related work as a function of at least 
one of the age and popularity of the health or benefit-related 



29. The computer software of claim 25, further compris- 
ing instructions for adjusting the first weight coefficient of a 
health or benefit-related concept as a function of frequency 
of access by the user to the health or benefit-related works 
associated with the health or benefit-related concept. 

30. The computer software of claim 25, wherein two or 
more health or benefit-related concepts are at least in one of 
taxonomic and semantic relationships with each other. 

31. A computer-implemented method for providing health 
or benefit-related works to a user, the method comprising: 

a. associating a health or benefit -related work with one or 
more health or benefit-related concepts; 

b. assigning a weight coefficient to the health or benefit- 
related work based at least on one of popularity, age 
and scope of the health or benefit-related work; and 

c. providing to the user a computer network access to the 
health or benefit-related work, based on the weight 
coefficient assigned to the health or benefit-related 

32. The method of claim 31. further comprising a step of 
assigning one or more attributes to the health or benefit- 
related work, wherein an attribute comprises one or more of 
the following: age of the targeted user, gender of the targeted 
user, and one or more health or benefit-related concepts 
associated with the targeted user. 

33. The method of claim 32, further comprising a step of 
assigning a unique identifier to the health or benefit-related 

34. The method of claim 33, further comprising a step of 
storing in a user profile data structure one or more of the 
following: (i) the link to the health or benefit-related works, 
(ii) the assigned weight coefficients, (iii) the assigned unique 
identifier, and (iv) one or more attributes. 

35. The method of claim 34, further comprising a step of 
adjusting the weight coefficient of a health or benefit-related 
work stored in the user profile data structure as a function of 
at least one of the age and popularity of the health or 
benefit-related work. 
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